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{‘ MUSICAL EDUCATION FOR THE
] PEOPLE.,
'
L

_The beneficial effects of music in allaying bad pas-
sions and eliciding the better attributes of the human
mind, hfwe been long acknowledeed. If it be an ex-
agneration to say that it * hath charms to soothe the
savaﬁe breast, to soften rocks, and bend the knotted
oak,” at least it is admitted to have a genial influence
upon our nature. It remained for the present age
to br:ug: mio practice the theory of instructing the
masges 1 this delightful seience. Formerly the study
of 18 was confiped to the rich, the educated, and those
wiio cultivato® it for their daily bread; but within a

;f’;f“;tfeer”{.‘i]ﬁ attempt was mado by Joseph Maiu-
Dop et slitened German, to inspire the working- |
; f:fz ;’;i_ ‘ﬁ'}ﬂ*(;ont.ment,aud the people generally, with
he had siiging,  He was so successiul at Paris, that
1¢ ad iinerous classes of labouring men, who, atter a
sliort period, were able to sing in harmony with great
power and precision. .

Within the Pust year, M. Mainzor came to England, |
and, by dint of perseverance, aided by geaius and in- |,
dustry, he bas sueceeded in estabtishing classes for the 1

struetion of lubhgyuring men in singing.  There are

now dally classes in London ; and it augurs favourably
of the LoOd sense and inteliigence of the people, to be
able to say thayt they have juined these ciasses in great
wumbers, aud in u short time have made very rapid

progress M the ficst principles of harmony., Abous a

mouth ago, there was 4 gathering of all the classes at

e Music Hall, Siene-street, Bedford-square, and the

ificiency exiibited by the pupils gave great satisfuc-

tiol 10 a number of musical aud litorary celebrites, who
were speciatly luvited to be witnesses of oL, Maiuzor's
success i developing and forwarding the musicul Citpa-
lntities of the multitude. The number of sinsers was
nearly tweive hundred. They executed the national
anthieil With great precision and ettect ; and, indeed,
upon tew occasivus has such a powertul and well-
organiscd chorus been brought together. Although |
some of the pupils had not reecived iore than two
months straction, yet difficult pieces of music were
udmiraoly executed by them. 4‘
A system by which unecultivated men w2 v sing beau-

tifully 1 ciworus, although three monthis o tore they did
nut Know a siugle note, must naturally execite sowe at-
teution, aud wa thiuk that a brief explanation of the
wmode adoptod by M. Mawzer must prove of interest to
vur readers.  As soon s the elementary course is fi- |
mshed, a second or superior class 1s immediately form-
cd, 50 48 to conduct the pupils to the higher brauches )
ot the science. The first course consists of fiftecn les-
sons, at the end of which the pupils can gsing choruses |
in a2 very creditable manoer, They manitest great'
enorgy :__md enthusginsm. Many of them will teach their |
compantons so far a3 they themnselves have proceeded, |
aud then bring them to the classes. Qune person, a '
womalt, Colnes thirty miles every week to receive a los- -

gont. Many of tho papils attend two or three classes in b

the course of the week, Omne workman, in particular, '

attends a class every uight. Six nights in the week does
this industrious iudividueal come tu the various ciass
rooms, distant tour, ive and six miles from each other. !

By way of propt of the estimation in which M. Main- |

zor 18 held by his pupils, we may mention that he tro- |

queutly receives addresses of thanks, letters, and com- '
plimeutary poetry from them, which, if not exhibiting
"} amucl literary ability, yet manifest much honest gratifi-
calton and gratitude. :
The manual employed by M. Mainzer for the instruc-
tiou of the pupils, 18 a book of his own, called Sinying
| for the Milion, the lessons of which are on an easy and
| progressive scale, by means of whioh the study is much
simplified. Within a recent period, a small publication
has been estublished, under tiie auspices of M. Muinzer, !
called the Nationul Circular, the ovject of which is to
record the progress of his system, aud its effects upon
his pupils.
'{ From the vory commencement of M. Mainzer’s la- |
bours, there seems to have been a due appreciation of
the value of his system. For instance, at the Mechan-
ies’ Ingtitution, the following was the ratio of the in-
crease of his pupils. On the first evening, the number
was 120: on tiie second, 2303 on the third, 350; on the
fourth, 400; and we are happy to say that the number |
continues progressively to tucrease, l

The intention of M. Mamnzer s to give periodieal!
| festivals, where the classes will assemble In the same .
manner as upon the occasion alluded to m Stone-street.
The progress of the working classes in musical educa-
tion will there be fairly aud fully developed. 1t 18
almost impossible to conceive how much good will be
. | effected by giving to the artisan such enuobling plea-:
sures, iustead of the degrading oncs to which, i teo
many instances, he now has recourse. The absence of':
musical taste, and an ignorance of the solid pleasure
¢ { aud mmprovement to be derived from the cultivation of

the science, have long been a reproach to Euglaud,
. | enlightened as she is. M. Mainzer, however, svems
1 | destined to remove this blot from our iutellectual

reputation. - | |

M. Mainzer has already established a class at Brigh-
ton, and it is his intention to do the same in other pro- |
vincial towns. At Brighton, he has been quite as suc- !
cessful as in the metropolis. His elasses at. Brightea
increase in numbers, and the journals of that town at- !
test the fact of the rapid progress of his pupils iu the |
art of singing., Six hundred persons of all ranks, from |
hnmble mechanics to exalted fashionables, attended his |
very first leoture. 1t is not our intention at present to
entor at length wpon the doctrine which M. Mainzer
professes; but we may remark, that his theory is short-
ity this. He contends that Nature his not only given i
to every human being a voice, but that each individual,
if he cultivate that veice properly (and it may be done |
with ease), may become a good singer. o I
- It 13 true that some people have a finer veoice than
» { others, but he maiatains that all may improve their |
'} voice, and acquire what is called an ear for musie, by '

practice. Tue fuculty of voice is, as he contends, sus-
. { ceptible of a highaer or lower degree of development, by :
L 1 eu’s of more or less practice. _ﬁ’he truth of this theory |
' 1 has been demoustrated to a great extout b}\; the progress |
| § which M. Mainzer’s pupils have made. Bat to return ‘
» | to M. Mainzaer’s labours at Brighton. | o
i He explained, ab one -of hiz lectures in that town,

that all persons oeuld mmake one tone, and this was sel,

(& in the treble clef’), and this :he ealled the speaking |
+ | note. He made: his papils sing this node five timeos in a
*{ bar, They then rose one tone 1o la - A. treble clef);
. | aftorexereising thewm, they proceeded to si{ B the major |
. { third), and w0 to do (C, the fourth). 'I'hey were then
| exerotsed in the scale downwards, and they effected all |
v | his lessons with great ease. M. Mainzer then iilus- .
trated the use of fime, which he did in & psculiar mode.
i | He does not use the old terms of breve, semibreve,

crotchetts, &¢., but he calls them whele notes, half
' | notes, quarter noteos, &c. |

We have thus giveu an outling of M. Mainzer’s sy~-
tem, the chiet point of whick i3.the atbempt to teacn
persons to sing scieutifically frowmn notes, with as mach
oase as they are taught to read.. His systemis addiess-
ed principaily vo the humbler - elasses; troin tn» exces-
51ve cheajuoss of the torms, which do nus excecd the
sum of three-halfpeace per lesson, o

Into the difficult guestion ot' the capability of the
human voice, we do not propose to eutar; conteating
ourselves with repeatiug she principle for which M.
Mainzer contends, that the register or compass of every
one’s voice may, by care, attention, and perseverance,
be s0 regulated or impreved as to enable all to sing with
a ccrtain degree of proficiency. .Singing is certainly a
beautiful accomplishmeut; and if, as M. Mainzer says,
there is no nation on the Continent where the people
possess such fine musical veoices as he meets with
among the workmen in Englaud, it is8 not too much
to anticipate that he will not be deceived in his desire
to tound a pppular school of music, which may lead to
the extenszive disssiuination of a taste for music among
the labouring pepulatien ot this eountry.—~Chumber's
fdinburgh Joternal,
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